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Catching Fire

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF SUZANNE COLLINS

Suzanne Collins’s father was a U.S. Air Force officer, and her
family moved frequently when she was a child, spending time in
the eastern United States as well as parts of Europe. Because
of her father’s military experience, it was important to him that

his children understood war—not just where battles took place,

but why and how they played out. Eventually, Collins attended
Indiana University and earned a degree in theater and
telecommunications. After a few years, Collins went back to
school to earn a playwriting degree from New York University,
and shortly after graduation, she began writing for television.
Collins wrote for several Nickelodeon shows, Scholastic
Entertainment, and Kids’ WB, and she was eventually inspired
to try writing a children’s book series. The result was The
Underland Chronicles. A few years later, Collins was watching
television, switching between channels covering reality TV and
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—and that’s when she came up
with the idea for the novel The Hunger Games. Collins followed
The Hunger Games with additional best-sellers in the series —
Catching Fireand Mockingjay — both of which were bestsellers.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Suzanne Collins came up with the idea of The Hunger Games
while watching news coverage of the wars in Irag and
Afghanistan. The depictions of these wars, when combined
with the popularity of reality TV, and the ways in which
coverage of the wars seemed itself to be a kind of reality TV, led
Collins to imagine the dystopian setting of Panem, where
violence becomes a major form of entertainment. Around the
time Collins was writing The Hunger Games, the world was also
seeing the beginnings of the ongoing global recession that
began in 2007, emphasizing the wealth gap and the conditions
of poverty both within the United States and abroad.

RELATED LITERARY WORKS

Suzanne Collins drew from the myth of Theseus and the
Minotaur when coming up with the idea of tributes for the
Hunger Games. The Hunger Games has also been compared to
the popular Japanese novel-turned-film, Battle Royale, in which
junior high school students are forced to fight to the deathina
program led by an authoritarian Japanese government. The
success of The Hunger Games trilogy also inspired many other
series depicting teenagers fighting for truth and survival in
dystopian futures, including Divergent and The Maze Runner.
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) INTRODUCTION KEYFACTS

o Full Title: Catching Fire

« Where Written: Sandy Hook, Connecticut, United States
¢ When Published: September 1, 2009

o Literary Period: The young adult “boom” of the 2000s

¢ Genre: Science Fiction/Fantasy, Young Adult

e Setting: Various parts of the country of Panem (a futurist
North America)

e Climax: Katniss shoots an arrow at the force field
surrounding the Hunger Games arena

e Antagonist: President Coriolanus Snow

e Point of View: First person, from Katniss's point of view

EXTRA CREDIT

A woman of her Time: It's no mystery that Suzanne Collins has
had a major influence on world culture in the 2000s and 2010s.
In 2010, Time Magazine made it official by placing her on its
prestigious list of the world’s 100 most influential people,
alongside Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, and Oprah Winfrey!

From famous to mega-famous: In late 2010, it was announced
that the Hunger Games books would be adapted into films,
starring Jenifer Lawrence as Katniss Everdeen. Collins was
heavily involved in the filming process. Catching Fire, the second
film, grossed almost one billion dollars, and was the most
financially successful film featuring a female lead in cinematic
history.

L] PLOT SUMMARY

Katniss Everdeen has won the Hunger Games, an annual
festival sponsored by the government of her nation, Panem.
The government requires that each of the twelve districts of
Panem send two competitors, one male and one female, to fight
each other and compete in a sadistic series of challenges, until
there is only one champion. The entire population of Panem
watches the Hunger Games on television. Katniss and her co-
representative from District 12, Peeta, won the games
together, defying the government’s rules. The “Head
Gamemaker,” Seneca Crane, allowed Katniss and Peeta to be
co-champions because he thought it would make for a good
story: indeed, Katniss pretended that she was in love with
Peeta to please the media.

Shortly after winning the Games, Katniss is back in District 12.
She now lives in a luxurious house, along with a former victor,
Haymitch, her mother, her sister Prim, and Peeta. One day,
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Katniss returns to her home to find Coriolanus Snow, the
president of Panem, waiting for her. Snow informs Katniss that
she is about to embark on her “Victory Tour,” during which she’ll
visit all twelve districts. He tells Katniss that her defiance of the
rules of the Hunger Games caused rebellion in the twelve
districts, and he warns her that if she disobeys the
government’s rules again, her family will be killed. As Snow
leaves, he gives Katniss one more piece of information: he
knows that Katniss kissed Gale. Gale, Katniss'’s lifelong friend,
has been referred to as her “cousin” in the news, because the
media doesn’t want to distract from Katniss’s supposed
romance with Peeta

Concerned for her family’s safety, Katniss begins her Victory
Tour, accompanied by Haymitch, Peeta, and her entourage,
including stylists, makeup artists, and escorts. Before she
leaves, Katniss’'s mother gives her a small pin shaped like a
mockingjay, a rare bird of Panem. During her visit to District
11, Katniss and Peeta appear in the Justice Building before the
district’s entire population. Katniss, who's wearing her pin,
remembers Rue, a young competitor from District 11 who died
in last year’s Hunger Games. Katniss goes “off-script,” telling
the crowd that she'll always remember Rue, and inspiring many
to clap and cheer. As Katniss and Peeta leave the building,
they’re horrified to see “Peacekeepers’—government
soldiers—shooting those who applauded. Afterwards, Katniss
tells Haymitch and Peeta everything President Snow told her.
Peeta is upset that Katniss and Gale kissed, though he knows
that he’s being selfish. Peeta sincerely loves Katniss, but
recognizes that Katniss doesn’t return his feelings.

As Peeta and Katniss proceed with the rest of their tour, they
“stick to the script” during all public appearances. Katniss
begins to have nightmares about Rue and the Games, and
sometimes sleeps in Peeta’s bed for comfort. The last stage of
the tour takes place in the Capitol, where the government is
based, and where the richest and most powerful citizens of
Panem live. In the Capitol, during their final public appearance,
Peeta proposes marriage to Katniss, having confirmed with
Katniss and Haymitch that the marriage will keep their families
safe. Katniss accepts Peeta’s offer of marriage, though she does
so out of concern for her loved ones, not love for Peeta.
Immediately afterwards, Katniss makes eye contact with
President Snow, who is presiding over the event. Snow gives a
barely perceptible shake of the head that, in Katniss’s mind,
means that Katniss has not done enough to comply with his
requests. After the event, Peeta and Katniss attend a huge ball
where Katniss meets Plutarch Heavensbee, the new
Gamemaker. She notices that Plutarch is wearing a watch with
amockingjay on it.

Katniss, Haymitch, and Peeta return to District 12, where they
learn that there are uprisings in other parts of Panem. In
response to these uprisings, the government has sent more
Peacekeepers to District 12: rules are being more strictly
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enforced, and many citizens are jailed or killed for breaking the
law. Convinced that President Snow wants her dead, Katniss
prepares to leave District 12, along with Haymitch, Peeta, Gale,
and her family. Katniss first tells Gale of her plan to leave—Gale
is eager to join her, until he realizes that Peeta will be coming,
too. Shortly thereafter, Gale is savagely whipped for illegally
hunting in the woods. Katniss’'s mother takes care of Gale, using
medicines that seem harsh and brutal to Katniss, but ultimately
cause him to heal more quickly. In the following weeks,
Katniss’s mother tends to dozens of victims of the
government’s brutality, and Katniss herself tends to Gale, even
kissing him and falling asleep beside him. Peeta is displeased
when he sees that Katniss has been sleeping with Gale.

Katniss, furious with the government, sneaks out to hunt in
defiance of the rules. When she sneaks past the fence around
District 1, she encounters a woman, Twill, and a girl, Bonnie,
who claim to be from District 8. They explain that Katniss’s
defiance of the Capitol, via her speech about Rue and her
performance in the Hunger Games, has triggered a wave of
rebellion against President Snow, and, in response, the spread
of Peacekeepers throughout Panem. Twill explains that they are
headed to District 13—an area that the government claims to
be radioactive, but which Twill believes to be home to a huge
group of rebels. Bonnie shows Katniss a small cracker,
decorated with Katniss’'s mockingjay; this encourages Katniss
to trust Bonnie and Twill. Nevertheless, her concern for her
family forces her to return to District 12, rather than joining
her new friends on their journey.

Shortly after meeting Bonnie and Twill, Katniss returns to the
Capitol with Peeta for a lavish photo-shoot preceding their
wedding. During her time there, the government announces an
unexpected change in the Hunger Games for that year.
Because it is the 75th anniversary of the Hunger Games, the
Capitol will require the 12 Districts to send former victors,
rather than new competitors, as is the usual procedure. Katniss
realizes that she is the only woman from District 12 ever to win
the Games—this means that she will be forced to compete in
the Games for a second time. Shortly thereafter, Peeta insists
that he'll volunteer to compete in the Games, protecting
Katniss for as long as possible.

Katniss is distraught at having to compete in the Games
again—she realizes that she won't be able to co-win the Games
with Peeta this time, and thus, one of them will have to die.
Nevertheless, she resolves to try her hardest to protect Peeta
from the other competitors, and to ultimately sacrifice her own
life to do so. Haymitch, who has always favored Peeta over
Katniss, agree with Katniss’s plan, and spends the following
months rigorously training both Peeta and Katniss. Katniss
gains new respect for Haymitch—in the past, she'd thought of
him as a lazy alcoholic, but now she realizes that he’s an
intelligent, athletic man whose talents haven't left himin the
years since he won the Hunger Games himself.
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After months of training, Haymitch, Peeta, and Katniss prepare
for the Games. As expected, Katniss's name is selected, along
with Haymitch'’s, but Peeta immediately volunteers to take
Haymitch's place. The three of them go to the Capitol, where
Haymitch will continue to coach Katniss and Peeta. At the
Capitol, Peeta and Katniss meet the other competitors in the
75th Hunger Games. Notable contestants include a young
woman named Johanna, who previously won the Games by
pretending to be weak:; a handsome young man and “fan
favorite” named Finnick Odair, who won largely by seducing his
opponents into trusting him; a middle-aged couple named
Wiress and Beetee, who won by using their vast intelligence;
and a group of “Careers” (people who train for the Games and
then volunteer to participate) famed for their brutality.
Following Haymitch's instructions, Katniss forms an alliance
with Wiress and Beetee. Katniss learns from her allies that the
Gamemakers are using invisible force fields to protect
themselves from the competitors, and prevent the competitors
from escaping the Games. Katniss also learns how to identify
these force fields—they leave a telltale “shimmering square’”
During these days, Katniss begins to develop feelings for Peeta,
and tells him, knowing full well that she’s likely to die in the
upcoming Games, that she wants to spend the remainder of her
life with him. Katniss notices Plutarch Heavensbee presiding
over the Games, and feels intense hatred for him.

Hours before the Games begin, Haymitch tells Katniss to
remember who the “real enemy” is. Katniss prepares to enter
the enormous arena where the Games occur, accompanied by
her stylist and friend, Cinna. A tracking device is forcibly
injected into her arm, allowing the Gamemakers to follow her
every move. Seconds before Katniss is raised into the arena,
Peacekeepers attack Cinna, sending a clear message to Katniss:
she must “behave” or her loved ones will be hurt.

The Hunger Games take place in a huge, circular arena full of
water, with twelve spokes connecting the circumference to a
smallisland in the center. Katniss manages to swim to the
island, followed by Finnick, who is from a coastal district. On
the island, there is a massive pile of weapons, from which
Katniss takes a bow and arrow. Finnick insists that he and
Katniss form an alliance—though Katniss is initially reluctant,
she agrees after Finnick helps both her and Peeta. They also
align with Mags, an old woman from Finnick’s district. The
group of four makes its way to the far side of the island, where
Katniss notices a force field too late to prevent Peeta from
electrocuting himself. After Finnick performs CPR on Peeta,
saving his life, Katniss realizes that she'll never be able to kill
Finnick. At the end of the first day, a cannon fires, indicating
that almost half of the contestants have already been killed.

The group of four encounters a series of challenges: first, a
cloud of mist that paralyzes anyone who walks through it.
Katniss, Finnick, and Peeta run away from the cloud, with
Finnick carrying Peeta. Because Katniss is too weak to carry

©2020 LitCharts LLC

www.LitCharts.com

Mags, the group is forced to leave her to die. This devastates
Finnick, since Mags was one of his only true friends. Shortly
afterwards, the remaining group encounters a swarm of
monkeys, a massive tsunami wave, and lightning. Their most
traumatizing challenge occurs when Katniss and Finnick are
confronted by a swarm of birds who speak with the voices of
their loved ones: Katniss, for instance, hears the sound of Prim
screaming.

The group meets Wiress and Beetee, who have banded
together with Johanna. Wiress, who's been mentally disturbed
by the Games, continues to mutter, “tick tock,” irritating
Johanna. Katniss correctly deduces that Wiress is saying that
the arenais built like a clock: each twelfth of the circle contains
adifferent challenge, each of which occurs exactly once every
twelve hours, for one hour at a time. Before Katniss has time to
process this information further, a group of Careers attacks her
and her allies, killing Wiress in the process.

Beetee, who has previously chosen a long, thin wire from the
pile of weapons, proposes that the group lure the remaining
competitors to the beach, connect the beach to the lightning
area with the wire, and wait for the lightning to electrocute
them. The group agrees, largely because no one is clever
enough to think of a better plan. The group splits in two:
Katniss and Johanna unravel the wire along the beach, while
Finnick, Beetee, and Peeta go to the lightning area of the arena.
While Katniss is unraveling the wire, a heavy object hits her on
the head. Half-knocked out, she feels Johanna cutting her on
the arm with a knife and then running away. Katniss concludes
that Johanna and Finnick must have had a plan all along to
betray Katniss and Peeta.

Still desperate to save Peeta’s life, Katniss staggers toward the
edge of the island, where Beetee and Peeta have gone.
Lightning is about to strike, electrocuting most of the beach. In
the lightning area, she sees Beetee lying on the ground, a deep
wound in his back. Suddenly, she sees Finnick running toward
her, followed by a Career named Enobaria. Katniss is about to
shoot Enobaria, thinking that Finnick will stagger toward the
lightning, eliminating himself, when she remembers Haymitch'’s
warning to remember the real enemy. Realizing that Haymitch
was talking about the Gamemakers, Katniss turns from Finnick
to the force field that keeps the competitors trapped inside the
arena. She shoots her arrow at the “shimmering square” at the
exact instant when the lightning strikes. There is a large
explosion, and Katniss loses consciousness.

When Katniss wakes up, she is lying in a large hospital room.
She notices Beetee next to her, and concludes that the
Gamemakers are keeping them alive for some other sadistic
game. She staggers up and walks toward the sound of voices. In
anearby room, she is surprised to see Haymitch talking with
Finnick and Plutarch Heavensbee. Plutarch tells Katniss that he
has been part of a plan to overthrow the government, and was
working with Finnick, Johanna, and Haymitch. Along with
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Haymitch, Plutarch planned to free Katniss and Peeta from the
Hunger Games by blowing up the force field, and then take
them to District 13. Haymitch didn’t tell Katniss or Peeta
because he knew they had to have plausible deniability if the
plan failed. Meanwhile, he enlisted the help of Finnick, Beetee,
and Johanna, who were instructed to protect Katniss and Peeta
at all costs.

With Beetee’s help, the group has escaped from the Hunger
Games. But Katniss is horrified to learn that the government
has captured Peeta, Johanna, and Enobaria before they could
be freed from the arena. In the depths of her misery, Katniss
finds that Gale is also a part of the rebel alliance. Gale tells
Katniss that they will free Peeta from the government. He also
gives her shocking news: District 12 has been destroyed.

22 CHARACTERS

MAJOR CHARACTERS

Katniss Everdeen - The protagonist of Catching Fire, Katniss is
an enormously brave and resourceful young woman who
struggles with great challenges despite her age. She is the
victor of the Hunger Games shortly before the beginning of
Catching Fire, and is caught in an “in-between” stage in this
novel (the middle of the Hunger Games trilogy). While she’s still
enormously protective of the people she loves—her mother,
her sister Prim, her friend Gale, and her co-champion
Peeta—she’s unsure how to go about protecting them. Katniss
wants to defy the tyrannical authority of the government,
headed by President Coriolanus Snow, but must also
participate in events designed by the government to boost
morale and loyalty. Katniss faces considerably more adversity
in Catching Fire than she does in the previous book, The Hunger
Games, as now she’s forced to participate in a second Hunger
Games, while also facing the weight of her memories of the
previous Games.

Peeta Mellark - The handsome, politically savvy, and
immensely compassionate co-champion (along with Katniss
Everdeen) of the Hunger Games, Peeta struggles with
conflicted feelings for Katniss throughout the book. He's very
attracted to Katniss, and professes his love for her many times.
In many ways, this love grows stronger during the course of the
book, as Peeta and Katniss bond over their shared experiences
in the previous Hunger Games. At the same time, Peeta
recognizes that Katniss doesn’t return his feelings, and only
marries him to please President Coriolanus Snow. He's also
jealous of Katniss's feelings for her friend Gale Hawthorne. In
the end, Peeta’s fate is highly poignant: he reconfirms his
loyalty to Katniss by protecting her at all costs, but also knows
that she’s unable to make up her mind whether she loves him or
Gale.

Gale Hawthorne - A friend of Katniss Everdeen and a fellow
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resident of District 12, Gale is a resourceful, rugged young
man, for whom Katniss has had romantic feelings at many
points. He and Katniss have been friends since childhood, and
they still enjoy hunting together. Gale is jealous of Katniss for
spending time with Peeta and ultimately marrying him. Like
Peeta, Gale despises the Capitol, and tries to challenge its
authority at all times. Sometimes, his challenges can be as
simple as breaking the rules of poaching and hunting (a crime
for which he’s ultimately punished with a brutal flogging), or as
significant as leading a district-wide uprising against the
government’s authority. Where Peeta seeks to dismantle the
government “fromthe inside,” Gale tries to fight the
government using more direct, head-to-head methods. By the
end of the book, he’s firmly established himself as a member of
a huge rebel alliance against the government.

President Coriolanus Snow - The tyrannical leader of the
government of Panem, President Coriolanus Snow appearsin
only a few chapters of Catching Fire, but his presence suffuses
the entirety of the book—as Katniss puts it, he could have her
killed at any time with a wave of his hand. In addition to being a
brutal, even sociopathic leader, Snow is a cunning politician
who recognizes the importance of spectacle and appearances.
Itis for this reason that he threatens to kill Katniss’s family if
she “misbehaves” during her Victory Tour—the threat that sets
off the plot of the novel.

Haymitch Abernathy - District 12’s middle-aged, alcoholic,
lazy former champion in the Hunger Games, Haymitch is an
enigmatic presence in Catching Fire. While he struggles with
alcoholism and acts childishly to Katniss at many points, Katniss
is forced to acknowledge his prowess as an athlete and a
tactician—the qualities that led him to win the Hunger Games
years ago. Furthermore, she gains respect for him for
maintaining an ascetic, lonely lifestyle, thereby saving any loved
ones from government intimidation and surveillance.
Ultimately, Katniss learns that Haymitch is a rebel leader,
maintaining a studied veneer of indifference and sloth to hide
his true investment in defeating President Coriolanus Snow.

Plutarch Heavensbee - The current Head Gamemaker,
Plutarch initially strikes Katniss as a vain, superficial, and
heavily sadistic man—in other words, the perfect Head
Gamemaker. Only in the novel’s final pages is it revealed that
Plutarchis secretly a rebel, using his influential government
position to tamper with the Hunger Games and free Katniss
and Peeta. Ultimately, Plutarch remains a mystery: it's not clear
how much of his personality is “for show” to disguise his rebel
allegiances, and how much of it is, in fact, his true self.

Effie Trinket - An employee of the Capitol, Effie Trinket is
Katniss Everdeen'’s personal escort during both the Hunger
Games and the subsequent Victory Tour. She’s punctual and
precise, and plans Katniss's complicated visits throughout
Panem. It’s left unclear how we should think of Effie—on one
hand, she’s always been loyal to Katniss, but on the other, she
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seems shockingly indifferent to the murder and violence that
take place at the Hunger Games every year.

Finnick Odair - A young, beautiful, and intelligent champion of
the Hunger Games, he competes in the 75th Hunger Games
alongside Katniss. Finnick is known to be seductive and
manipulative, and he is enormously popular in the Capitol for
his suave demeanor. During the Games, Katniss is initially
reluctant to trust Finnick, but she ultimately comes to respect
him after he saves Peeta’s life and shows compassion for Annie
Cresta. Inthe end, it's revealed that Finnick is a rebel, and
working with Plutarch and Haymitch to free Katniss and Peeta
from the Hunger Games.

Johanna Mason - A young, wily Hunger Games victor who
returns to the Games to compete against Katniss. Johannaiis
aggressive and bold, and almost immediately Katniss dislikes
her. Gradually, Katniss comes to respect her more after she
openly criticizes the government in the middle of the Hunger
Games, knowing full well that her words are being recorded.
Ultimately, it's revealed that Johannais a rebel, working with
Finnick and Haymitch, among others, to free Peeta and Katniss
from the Hunger Games arena.

Beetee - A brilliant and eccentric Hunger Games competitor
who previously won the Game using his vast intelligence and
resourcefulness. Though Katniss suspects Beetee of treachery
at several points during the Games, she eventually realizes that
he is a rebel, working with Haymitch to break through the force
field surrounding the Hunger Games arena and free her.

Katniss’s mother - Katniss has a conflicted relationship with
her mother. Following her father’s death, her mother fell into
deep depression and now rarely speaks. As a result, Katniss has
a difficult time feeling love and affection for her mother, even as
she recognizes that her mother is a kind and intelligent woman.
During the course of the novel, Katniss comes to recognize the
extent of her mother’s compassion—her mother is a skilled
nurse and healer, without whom the people of District 12
would suffer greatly.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Greasy Sae - Anold resident of District 12 who sells food,
supplies, and alcohol to a large chunk of the area’s population,
and helps to raise funds for Peeta and Katniss during their time
in the Hunger Games.

Darius - A friendly, likable Peacekeeper who occasionally
spends time with Katniss, and is ultimately punished for his
lenience in punishing Gale.

Seneca Crane - The Head Gamemaker, responsible for
organizing the complicated challenges of the Hunger Games.
He chooses to allow both Katniss Everdeen and Peeta to win
the Games, and is ultimately executed for his lenience.

Venia - One of the attendants charged by the government with
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dressing and prepping Katniss for her public appearances, both
during the Hunger Games and during her subsequent Victory
Tour.

Octavia - One of the attendants charged by the government
with dressing and prepping Katniss for her public appearances,
both during the Hunger Games and during her subsequent
Victory Tour.

Cinna - Katniss’s stylist and friend, responsible for designing
the dresses she wears as a contestant in, and later a victor of,
the Hunger Games. Cinnais a thoughtful, responsible man,
whose interest in trust and friendship contrasts markedly with
the superficiality of his profession.

Caesar Flickerman - The vain, superficial TV personality
tasked with interviewing the contestants in the Hunger Games,
Caesar Flickerman is a hugely popular figure in the Capitol and,
thanks to the ubiquity of television, throughout Panem.

Mayor Undersee - The mayor of District 12, and father to
Madge Undersee.

Madge Undersee - The daughter of Mayor Undersee, and a
friend to Katniss Everdeen.

Romulus Thread - The Head Peacekeeper of District 12,
following the “clamp down” on crime in the area.

Cray - The Head Peacekeeper of District 12, prior to the
government’s “clamp down” on crime.

Bristel - A friend and crewmate of Gale.
Thorn - A friend and crewmate of Gale.

Bonnie - A young girl from District 8 who's forced to leave with
her friend and teacher, Twill, and head to the mysterious
District 13 in order to join the rebel cause.

Twill - A middle-aged woman from District 8 who joins the
rebel cause after witnessing the government’s violence and
brutality first-hand. She takes care of Bonnie, and with her tries
to reach District 13, where the rebel alliance is rumored to be
based.

Flavius - One of the attendants charged by the government
with dressing and prepping Katniss for her public appearances,
both during the Hunger Games and during her subsequent
Victory Tour.

Wiress - An elderly, somewhat odd Hunger Games victor who
competes inthe 75th Hunger Games alongside Katniss. Wiress
seems eccentric and mentally unstable to many around her, but
those who listen to her closely, such as Katniss and Beetee,
recognize that she's actually very intelligent and perceptive.

Claudius Templesmith - The official announcer of the Hunger
Games.

Enobaria - A former champion of the Hunger Games, who
returns to competition against Katniss. At the end of the novel,
it's revealed that Enobariais a rebel, and thus a secret ally of
Katniss and Peeta.
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Cashmere - A former champion and career tribute (one who
volunteers for the Hunger Games in the hopes of winning fame,
glory, and money), who competes in the 75th Hunger Games
against Katniss.

Brutus - A former champion and career tribute (one who
volunteers for the Hunger Games in the hopes of winning fame,
glory, and money), who competes in the 75th Hunger Games
against Katniss.

Gloss - A former champion of the Hunger Games, who
competes in the 75th Hunger Games against Katniss.

Mags - An elderly contestant in the 75th Hunger Games, and a
former victor of the Games. Mags is very close with Finnick,
and during the Games, they work together to survive.

Annie Cresta - A champion of the Hunger Games, beloved of
Finnick Odair. Though we never see Annie in the novel, Finnick
hears her voice during a psychological challenge during the
Hunger Games. It's made clear that Finnick loves her deeply.

Chaff - Aformer champion of the Hunger Games, who
competes in the 75th Hunger Games against Katniss. Chaff is
anold friend of Haymitch.

Seeder - A former champion of the Hunger Games, who
competes inthe 75th Hunger Games against Katniss Everdeen.
Seeder is a resident of the same district as Rue, and seems to
feel an unspoken connection with Katniss.

Cecilia - A middle-aged competitor in the 75th Hunger Games,
and a mother of three.

Woof - An elderly competitor in the 75th Hunger Games.
Hazelle - Gale’s mother, whom Katniss likes.

Rory - Gale’s brother.

Vick - Gale’s brother.

Posy - Gale's younger sister.

Rue - A young competitor in the Hunger Games from District
11, whom Katniss protected, but ultimately failed to save from
death during The Hunger Games. Rue’s death causes Katniss an
inordinate amount of guilt in Catching Fire.

Glimmer - A young competitor in the Hunger Games who was
from District 2, and whom Katniss killed.

Marvel - A young competitor in the Hunger Games who was
from District 1, and whom Katniss killed.

Primrose Everdeen - Katniss’s beloved younger sister, the
person for whom she risked her life by entering the Hunger
Games before the events of Catching Fire. While Prim barely
appears in this novel, Katniss’s love for her is an important
factor in many of her decisions.

@ THEMES

In LitCharts literature guides, each theme gets its own color-
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coded icon. These icons make it easy to track where the themes
occur most prominently throughout the work. If you don't have
a color printer, you can still use the icons to track themes in
black and white.

SYMBOLS AND INTERPRETATIONS

At the “twist ending” of Catching Fire, it becomes

clear that Suzanne Collins has been deliberately

misleading us for most of the book. Haymitch
Abernathy, who had seemed to be little more than a lazy
alcoholic, turns out to be a shrewd, resourceful man, one who
has been planning a rebellion President Snow’s government.
This surprise ending encourages us to go back and rethink our
initial assumptions about Catching Fire.

On closer inspection, Catching Fire is largely about how to
interpret ambiguous signs and symbols. The most overt symbol
in the novel, the mockingjay, is subject to interpretations from
many different characters. To Twill and Bonnie, for instance, the
mockingjay is a symbol of Katniss’s defiance of the
government’s orders. It represents actions like her refusal to
allow Peeta to die during her first Hunger Games, or her noble
speech about Rue, a young girl who died in the Games. On the
other hand, to many of the people who live in the Capitol, the
mockingjay is merely a symbol of the Hunger Games
themselves, and thus a symbol of the government’s power (or
its tyranny). Through the symbol of the mockingjay, Collins
outlines the basic problem with symbols and non-literal
messages: they’re so open to interpretation that they can mean
essentially opposite things to different people.

Throughout Catching Fire, Katniss is herself faced with
ambiguous signs, like President Snow’s expression, Plutarch
Heavensbee's watch, and Haymitch's advice that she should
remember the “real enemy.” Katniss is forced to interpret these
signs, and often she interprets them incorrectly. It's
appropriate that Catching Fire is the middle book in Collins’s
Hunger Games trilogy, as here Katniss is caught in an awkward
“‘in-between” stage, and this is reflected in her confusion
regarding signs and symbols. Just as Katniss is often unable to
interpret the symbols she encounters, she is also unable stop
herself from being interpreted and treated as a symbol by
other people. When she makes a speech about Rue, for
instance, her words are immediately interpreted as a sign of
rebellion against President Snow, and given a meaning that
Katniss herself never considered.

Partly because Catching Fire isn’'t the conclusion of her trilogy,
Collins doesn't fully resolve the ambiguity in the mockingjay.
Katniss isn't entirely sure where she stands politically, and thus
she can’'t stand behind any one interpretation. Similarly, Collins
doesn’t detail any foolproof way of interpreting
symbols—sometimes Katniss interprets correctly and
sometimes she doesn't. In the simplest terms, however, Collins
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suggests that one should interpret ambiguous signs by paying
close attention, collecting as much information as possible, and
never rushing to conclusions. Thus, at the end of the novel,
Katniss finally reaches the “correct” interpretation of
Haymitch'’s advice by patiently thinking it over again and again.
At the same time, Katniss declines to be a pawn for the
government, and instead takes decisive action. At the same
time that she reaches a stable interpretation of the world, she
seems to be arriving at a stable interpretation of herself and
what she stands for.

The problem of how to interpret signs and symbols is crucial to
Catching Fire—so much so that Collins can't entirely solve it. She
will return to this theme in the third volume of her
trilogy—titled, appropriately enough, Mockingjay.

HIDDEN RESISTANCE VS. DIRECT
REBELLION

As she embarks on her “Victory Tour” of Panem at

the start of the novel, Katniss faces a
challenge—the government warns her to “behave,” or else they
threaten to kill her loved ones. By going “off-script” in any way,
President Snow explains, Katniss would send a subversive
message to the twelve districts of Panem: that it’s okay to be
disobedient to the government. Thus, she must stick to the
script at all costs, smile and wave for the cameras, make bland
speeches about the importance of the Hunger Games, and
generally honor the formalities of the Victory Tour.

As aresult of the government’s conniving, Katniss finds herself
in a strange position. She despises the government for
impoverishing her home, District 12, and forcing her to risk her
life in the Hunger Games, yet as a result of having won the
Hunger Games, the same government has given her a national
platform from which to speak. In a sense, Katniss plays the part
of a “Trojan Horse"—she’s fighting the government from the
inside, using the government’s own weapons—a ubiquitous
media, quick transportation, etc.—against it.

There are many disadvantages to Katniss's “Trojan Horse”
approach, however. To begin with, Katniss herself isn’t sure
where her allegiances lie. For much of Catching Fire, she’s
careful never to deviate from the script for any reason, since
she’s concerned that she’s putting her mother and sister’s lives
in jeopardy. This points to a general, obvious weakness in
fighting the government from the inside: Katniss depends upon
the government’s power to broadcast her message of rebellion,
and thus she is at the government’s mercy in more ways than
one.

Another problem with fighting the government from within is
that Katniss's message sometimes gets misinterpreted (See
Symbols and Interpretations theme as well). While her
mockingjay pin becomes a symbol of resistance to government
tyranny in some districts, in the Capitol it's seen as a symbol of
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the Hunger Games themselves—in other words, a symbol of
the government’s power. As a consequence of her strategy to
fight from within, Katniss is not only partnering with the
government, she’s sometimes building support for it.

In general, fighting the government from the inside is a slow,
fitful process, and it’s often difficult to tell if any progress is
being made at all. Yet the “Trojan Horse” approach to rebellion
has some advantages over its more obvious alternatives.
Katniss’s friend Gale wants to use force and espionage to bring
down the government in District 12, but he is no more
successful than Katniss—in most ways, in fact, he is significantly
less so. For disobeying the government’s rules, he’s savagely
whipped, and as a result spends the next few weeks recovering.
Though he wants to organize the miners of District 12 against
President Snow, it quickly becomes clear that Gale will never
defeat the government’s powerful, well-organized troops, no
matter how many miners join him. Attacking President Snow’s
government from the outside isn't any more efficient or
productive than attacking it from the inside.

At the end of Catching Fire, the government is still very much in
power—in other words, the theme of attacking from within
hasn't been fully resolved. Yet Collins concludes with a single,
powerful illustration of the advantages of the Trojan Horse
strategy. Katniss, imprisoned in the Hunger Games arena,
recognizes that her real enemies are not the people she’s
fighting in the Games, but actually the government officials who
created and run the Games. Thus, she fires an arrow at the
force field surrounding the arena, freeing herself from her
prison and, quite literally, attacking the government’s power
from the inside. Katniss sends a clear message of rebellion to
audiences watching her throughout Panem. Attacking the
government from the inside is difficult and sometimes seems
hopeless, but ultimately it's an intelligent, productive way to
battle tyranny and injustice.

SURVEILLANCE AND MANIPULATION

Atyrannical government, headed by President
Snow, controls the nation of Panem. While this
government has a huge amount of physical power
over Panem, one of the most important aspects of its power is
its ability to run surveillance on its citizens, or—just as
powerful—imply that its citizens are under constant
surveillance, and thus manipulate their behavior.

At the beginning of Catching Fire, President Snow tells Katniss
that he'll be watching her to make sure that she “behaves”
during her tour of the twelve districts of Panem, rather than
trying to start a rebellion against the government. The fact that
Katniss believes him so readily indicates just how extensive the
government’s surveillance of its citizens is: it taps their phones,
installs secret cameras in their houses, and sometimes makes
them compete in the Hunger Games, filmed by a TV crew at all
times. In short, Katniss’s society is one in which the people are
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under near-constant surveillance, especially if they've been
judged by the government to be “dangerous.” (In this sense,
Panem it must be said, bears an uncanny resemblance to many
real-world countries, including the United States.) This leads us
to ask a number of questions. What does it mean to be watched
at all times? How does it influence one’s sense of safety, or
one’s interactions with others?

To begin with, the threat of constant surveillance makes people
censor their own behavior and act more cautiously. At many
points, Katniss makes her speech milder and less politically
charged because she guesses that the government is tapping
her phone. This is, of course, what President Snow wants.
Nevertheless, there are several times in the book when Katniss
seems to forget that she’s being watched. During her Victory
Tour, she describes herself forgetting that her relationship with
Peeta, the Hunger Games’ co-champion, is all for show—she
thinks that she feels genuine love and affection for him. This
suggests that the government’s surveillance and spying is so
pervasive that it becomes a part of people’s lives—their
cautious, self-censored behavior becomes, simply, their
behavior. A third effect of government surveillance is that it
encourages people to place greater value on privacy and
intimacy. When she’s sure that they’re alone, Katniss savors her
interactions with Gale, because she knows how rare these
moments are. Thus, even the most banal of conversations with
Gale becomes special.

Surveillance is a recurring theme in all three volumes of the
Hunger Games, and because Catching Fire is only the middle
book in the trilogy, Collins doesn’t resolve this theme
altogether. The book ends with Katniss, knowing full well that
all of Panem is watching her, openly defying the government’s
authority by shooting at the force field that imprisons her in the
Hunger Games. Collins suggests that one cannot merely accept
or adapt to constant surveillance, as some of the characters
(including Katniss) appear to do. Instead, the best course of
action would seem to be, “Be yourself” And yet immediately
after this, Collins reveals her “twist ending’—all along, Katniss
has been manipulated by a group of rebels, including her
mentor, Haymitch Abernathy, into defying the government. Is it
really possible to “be yourself Collins seems to ask, if you don't
know who your friends are? On this uncertain note, Collins
moves on to Mockingjay.

PAIN, PLEASURE, AND SELF-CONTROL

In the first book of the Hunger Games trilogy,

Katniss Everdeen endures an extraordinary

amount of pain. She faces death many times during
her competition in the Hunger Games, and at several points has
to kill other competitors. In Catching Fire, it's clear from the
beginning that these changes have had a major impact on
Katniss's character. She struggles with the trauma of her time
in the Hunger Games, often having nightmares about Rue, her
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friend and fellow competitor, who was killed during the
competition. In addition to the more obvious conflicts with
President Snow and the government, one of the most
important narratives in Catching Fire concerns how Katniss
deals—or fails to deal—with her own pain and trauma.

While Catching Fire doesn’t resolve Katniss's problems with
pain and trauma (there’s a whole other book in the series, after
all), it contains important examples of how not to deal with pain.
When her friend Gale is injured, Katniss begs her mother to use
a powerful painkiller, morphling, to relieve her friend's
suffering. Katniss’s mother refuses, on the grounds that
morphling will weaken Gale in the long term. By forcing him to
confront his own pain in the short term, Katniss’s mother
allows Gale’s wounds to heal.

Later, Collins reveals that many other Hunger Games victors
have turned to drugs—such as morphling—to hide their pain.
When these victors are required to compete in the Games a
second time, Katniss sees, terrified, that many of them are
addicted to painkillers, and can barely tell where they are. The
message is clear: Katniss can’t “drown out” her pain (or, for that
matter, the pain of her loved ones) with instant gratification or
distraction. While this method may be rewarding in the short
term, it does nothing to fight the source of the pain itself, and
thus makes the victim weaker. There is, in fact, no easy solution
to Katniss's pain. Nevertheless, it's clear that she needs to
exercise self-control and discipline to avoid making the
mistakes of her fellow Hunger Games champions.

Peeta, Katniss’'s co-champion in the Hunger Games, represents
another important facet of her quest to resolve her pain and
trauma. Because Peeta was also a competitor, he understands
Katniss’s feelings, and on several occasions they sleep next to
each other to avoid getting nightmares. Friendship,
understanding, and even love help Katniss to fight pain by
passing it on to others.

By the end of Catching Fire, Katniss is caught in an “in-between”
stage. She's experienced a great deal of pain, learned how not to
deal with it, and also found some methods for coping with her
pain in a healthy, productive way. The last line of the book, in
which she learns that her home, District 12, has been
destroyed by the government, then poses an implicit challenge:
will she learn from her pain, or will this new tragedy prove too

much for her?
~7 have been celebrated as important illustrations of
feminism for young adult readers. The protagonist
of the books, Katniss Everdeen, is a strong young woman who
doesn’t shy away from defending herself or asserting her
opinions. As such, she’s noticeably different from the female
protagonists of many other young adult novels.

WOMEN, FEMININITY, AND SEXISM
Since being published, the Hunger Games books
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Even as Catching Fire begins, we find Katniss engaged in a
stereotypically masculine enterprise: hunting for food in the
woods. We later learn that Katniss is hunting because her
friend, Gale, has been unable to do so himself, since he's taking
care of his family—a stereotypically feminine undertaking. The
message is clear: strong women are more than capable of doing
men’s work, and men shouldn’t shy away from performing roles
most commonly associated with women.

Though her resourcefulness as a hunter and a Hunger Games
victor proves that she’s as strong and capable as any man,
Katniss struggles with implicit sexism and chauvinism at many
points in Catching Fire. One sees this during the Victory Tour,
which Katniss must embark upon after winning the Hunger
Games. Katniss has to put up with hours of makeup, dresses,
etc., before she makes public appearances on the tour. The
sexism of this is aptly symbolized by a nightmare Katniss has
during her Victory Tour, in which she runs through a forest
wearing an enormous dress, and finds that the dress slows her
movements. Evidently Haymitch, the government, and, for that
matter, most of Panem, expect Katniss to be “pretty” and
demure—in other words, the stereotypical woman. That
Katniss struggles with these expectations suggests, firstly, that
she’s a strong woman, and secondly, that Panem’s feminine
stereotypes are nonsensical.

Thisisn’t to say that some remnants of sexism don’t persist in
Catching Fire. Most notably, it seems clear that Katniss will “end
up” with a handsome, compassionate young man, whether it’s
Peeta or Gale, by the time the Hunger Games trilogy is over.
This reflects the longstanding assumption in literature (and,
unfortunately, life) that the young, beautiful female character is
somehow “incomplete” until she settles down with a husband.
Nevertheless, it's important to recognize that Collins tells the
story of the “love triangle” between Gale, Peeta, and Katniss
from Katniss’s point of view, rather than from either of the two
men’s point of view. Katniss isn't being pushed or pulled into
romance—here, as in the rest of her life, she asserts her
independence.

(3 SYMBOLS

Symbols appear in teal text throughout the Summary and
Analysis sections of this LitChart.

MOCKINGJAY

The most important symbol in Catching Fire is the
mockingjay. (The third volume of The Hunger
Games is actually called Mockingjay.) Katniss Everdeen first
receives a mockingjay pin from her mother, and then wears it
during her Victory Tour of the twelve districts. During the tour,
Katniss’s pin inspires many in the Capitol to wear mockingjay
pins of their own. To these people, Katniss is a model
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contestant in the Hunger Games, and a “fashion icon” to be
enthusiastically imitated. Yet Katniss’s pin also inspires rebels
who defy the government’s authority. To them, Katniss is a
defiant Hunger Games contestant, one who openly disobeys
the government’s rules. The mockingjay thus points to the
problem with symbols themselves: because their meaning is, by
definition, not explicit, symbols can be said to “mean” any
number of things, some of them contradictory. One of Katniss’s
principle challenges in Catching Fire is to interpret ambiguous
symbols of this kind, like President Snow’s expressions,
Haymitch's ambiguous advice, and the parachutes she’s sent
during the Hunger Games. Only with care, intelligence, and, in
many cases, trial and error, does Katniss get these symbols’
meanings “right.” In another sense, the mockingjay is a symbol
of Katniss. Mockingjays are the descendants of
jabberjays—genetically engineered birds that the government
sends to act as spies. The Mockingjays, then, represent the
tendency for the government’s efforts to maintain control to
have unintended consequences. Much like a mockingjay,
Katniss has grown strong by taking care of herself, despite (or
because of) the fact that society has largely ignored her, since
she’s a young woman and from a poor family. Even more
importantly, Katniss appears to be an agent of the
Capitol—participating in the Hunger Games and later the
Victory Tour—when in reality, she is whole-heartedly against
the government. Katniss's fame was created by the
government, but that fame gives her power, too.

ee QUOTES

Note: all page numbers for the quotes below refer to the
Scholastic Press edition of Catching Fire published in 2013.

Chapter 1 Quotes

@@ [fitwere uptome, | would try to forget the Hunger Games
entirely. Never speak of them. Pretend they were nothing but a
bad dream. But the Victory Tour makes that impossible.
Strategically placed almost midway between the annual Games,
itis the Capitol’'s way of keeping the horror fresh and
immediate. Not only are we in the districts forced to remember
the iron grip of the Capitol’s power each year, we are forced to
celebrate it.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker)

Related Themes: @ @

Page Number: 3-4

Explanation and Analysis

Here Katniss offers an explanation of the Hunger Games,
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the brutal competition she was forced to compete in the
previous year. The Hunger Games are an annual event in
which the people of the districts of Panem are forced to
send players, who compete with one another for the
"honor" of winning the Games. The Capitol—the ruling
government of Panem—hosts the Hunger Games, along
with a Victory Tour that keeps memory of the Hunger
Games fresh in everyone's minds. During the Victory Tour,
Katniss, as a champion of the Games, must tour the country
celebrating her own "success."

In one sense, Katniss's quote emphasizes the personal toll
the games have taken on her. She won the tournament, but
in the process she was forced to kill opponents, betray
friends, and experience great trauma and loss. She's
haunted by her own actions, and the Victory Tour is
torturous because it forces her to remember the most
traumatic events of her life.In a broader sense, though, the
quote also alludes to "societal memory." The Capitol's goal
in instituting the Victory Tour is to force all of Panem to
remember the events of the Hunger Games. In doing so, the
Capitol builds allegiance between the Districts of Panem:
everyone in the country unites together around the Games
and therefore the Capitol. Furthermore, the constant
emphasis on the Hunger Games as a source of both
entertainment and fear keeps the people of Panem from
joining together against the government.

Chapter 2 Quotes

@@ Pcople viewed your little trick with the berries as an act of
defiance, not an act of love. And if a girl from District 12 of all
places can defy the Capitol and walk away unharmed, what is to
stop them from doing the same?

Related Characters: President Coriolanus Snow (speaker),
Katniss Everdeen

ReIatedThemes:@ O @

Page Number: 21

Explanation and Analysis

President Snow's speech to Katniss illustrates both the
strength and the flaws of the government he heads. Snow
has come to warn Katniss not to "misbehave" during her
Victory Tour. She's under strict instructions to stick to the
script at all times—to act like a typical lovestruck teenage
girl, not a potential rebel leader. Snow knows that Katniss
despises his government, and he also knows that she is
hugely influential and has a talent for improvising—as a
result, he's scared that Katniss will try to denounce or

criticize the government during her Tour. Since Katniss will
have an audience of millions at this time, Snow is right to be
afraid.

A natural question would be, "Why doesn't Snow just cancel
the Victory Tour?" Canceling the Tour might be the easiest
way to ensure that Katniss doesn't do harm to his
government, but it would also undermine the importance of
tradition in Panem. Because Panem celebrates the Hunger
Games every year—and because Snow's government
maintains its power in part because of the popularity of the
Hunger Games—Snow has no choice but to allow Katniss to
make her tour as usual, despite the risk. Snow's speech
demonstrates the power andthe weakness of his
government, while also showing us how Katniss might use
her popularity to oppose Snow. With her widespread fame
and national platform, Katniss has a powerful weapon on
her side: if she were to criticize Snow, millions of people
would listen to her. It's a mark of Katniss's danger that Snow
has to threaten to hurt her family in order to make her
"behave!

Chapter 3 Quotes

@@ My time in the arena made me realize how | needed to
stop punishing [my mother] for something she couldn’t help,
specifically the crushing depression she fell into after my
father’s death. Because sometimes things happen to people
and they’re not equipped to deal with them.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Katniss’s
mother

Related Themes: @

Page Number: 31-32

Explanation and Analysis

Katniss's experiences during the Hunger Games have
simultaneously matured her and stunted her development.
Onone hand, she's been forced to experience things that no
human being should experience: she's been forced to
murder to survive, for example. Her time in the arena has
made it difficult for her to pursue a relationship or form a
close friendship. And yet Katniss's experiences in the
Hunger Games have also made her a more empathetic
person: in this quote, she explains how her own brushes
with death have taught her to understand her mother's
depression. The calm, stoic explanation Katniss gives for her
mother's depression—"sometimes things happen to
people"—sounds like the words of a much older, more
experienced woman.
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Chapter 4 Quotes

@@ | think of Haymitch, unmarried, no family, blotting out the
world with drink. He could have had his choice of any woman in
the district. And he chose solitude.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Haymitch
Abernathy

Related Themes: O

Page Number: 46

Explanation and Analysis

Katniss's mentor and model is Haymitch Abernathy, a
former Hunger Games champion enlisted to prepare
Katniss for the tournament. For most of the first book of the
Hunger Games trilogy, Haymitch is portrayed as a figure of
ridicule: a lazy, drunken complainer who's been resting on
his laurels ever since winning the Hunger Games years
before. But in this section of Catching Fire, Katniss begins
to see Haymitch in different terms. Suddenly, Haymitch's
sullenness and drunkenness become tragic and even
impressive, rather than ridiculous.

In part, Katniss has changed her attitude toward Haymitch
because of her own experiences in the Hunger Games.
Unlike most champions, Katniss finds it impossible to rejoice
in her own success: she's too naturally sympathetic to
celebrate murder and bloodshed. Surrounded by the glitz
and sleaze of the Victory Tour, Katniss looks to Haymitch as
a kindred spirit: someone who won the Hunger Games but
never enjoyed them for a second. Furthermore, Katniss is
beginning to see that Haymitch's sullenness and
drunkenness are noble and even rebellious. Haymitch knew
that the President of the Capitol would try to pressure him
into obeying the government by threatening his family, so
Haymitch chose not to have a family at all rather than put
innocent people in danger. By largely refusing to participate
in the pomp of the Hunger Games and the Victory Tour,
Haymitch is also refusing to empower the government any
further: without Haymitch, Snow has one less way of
controlling his people.

Chapter 5 Quotes

@@ [\crythingis happening too fast for me to process it. The
warning, the shootings, the recognition that | may have set
something of great consequence in motion. The whole thing is
soimprobable. And it would be one thing if I had planned to stir
things up, but given the circumstances... how on earth did |
cause so much trouble?
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Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker)
Related Themes: O

Page Number: 68

Explanation and Analysis

Katniss has just finished making an off-script speech to a
large group of people. In her speech, Katniss has praised
Rue, a young girl whom Katniss watched die in the Hunger
Games. Katniss's speech—intended as an act of love, not an
act of rebellion—incites a riot, since the people can't stand
the thought of a government that put Rue in harm's way so
callously.

At this early point in the Hunger Games trilogy, Katniss
doesn't entirely realize how much power she wields over
the people of Panem. She's aware of her national platform,
but she has yet to realize how easily an emotional speech or
a passionate defense of her friends can encourage a riot, or
even an outright rebellion against the government. In
general, Katniss is a reluctant leader, not even aware of her
own political powers. Perhaps it's becauseshe's oblivious to
her own gifts that she's such an effective speaker. In a
society where every moment on television is carefully
scripted and choreographed, even the smallest flash of
originality or improvisation registers as a rebellion against
the government (the institution that keeps TV so carefully
censored).

@@ Did I doit? Was it enough? Was giving everything over to you,
keeping up the game, promising to marry Peeta enough?
In answer, he gives an almost imperceptible shake of his head.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), President
Coriolanus Snow, Peeta Mellark

Related Themes: @ @

Page Number: 74

Explanation and Analysis

At the conclusion of Katniss's Victory Tour, Katniss is
unsure if she's pleased President Snow or not. While she's
been careful not to say anything that could be interpreted
as a denunciation of Snow's government, Katniss has
inadvertently caused riots and rebellions across Panem. (A
few chapters after this quote, Katniss realizes just how
successful she's been in challenging the government's
authority: she's caused full-scale uprisings against the
Capitol in several districts.)
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The quote alsoillustrates the extent to which Katniss will go
to protect her family and keep up appearances. Because
she's afraid that her mother and sister will be murdered for
her defiance of the rules, Katniss tries to overcompensate
by getting engaged to Peeta, her co-champion in the
Hunger Games. While Katniss has romantic feelings for her
childhood friend, Gale, she's loyal first and foremost to her
family. Thus, she decides to marry Peeta in the hopes that
she'll entertain the country and please Snow. Snow's shake
of the head, however, seems to indicate that Katniss hasn't
done enough to neutralize her own threat. But because
Snow's gesture is so small and hard to read, it's not
completely clear if Katniss's interpretation is right or wrong.
Snow's head-shake is only the first of many ambiguous
symbols and speeches in this book.

Chapter 6 Quotes

@@ There was something strange about it. Almost clandestine.

But why? Maybe he thinks someone else will steal his idea of
putting a disappearing mockingjay on a watch face. Yes, he
probably paid a fortune for it, and now he can’t show it to
anyone, because he’s afraid someone will make a cheap,
knockoff version. Only in the Capitol.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Plutarch
Heavensbee

ReIatedThemes:@ O @

Related Symbols: e

Page Number: 83

Explanation and Analysis

At the "meet and greet" for the year's new edition of the
Hunger Games—in which both Katniss and Peeta are being
forced to compete—Katniss meets the new designer of the
Hunger Games, a man named Plutarch Heavensbee.
Plutarch flashes Katniss his new watch, which is adorned
with the image of the mockingjay. The mockingjay was also
the symbol Katniss chose for herself during her previous
Hunger Games, and lately it's become a popular symbol of
Katniss herself.

At Katniss describes the scene, Plutarch's mockingjay watch
is a symbol, which she tries with difficulty to interpret
correctly. Katniss's interpretation of the watch is that
Plutarchis an arrogant man, and he's trying to show it off to
Katniss without giving away the idea to his peers. Katniss's
interpretation of the watch reflects her opinions about the

people of the Capitol themselves: that they're arrogant,
materialistic, and superficial.

It's not until much later that Katniss realizes the truth:
Plutarch is secretly an ally to Haymitch and other rebels,
and a friend to Katniss. By showing Katniss his watch, he's
actually trying to give her a hint that he's on her side, and
cluing her in about the nature of the upcoming Hunger
Games; namely, that the arenais designed to resemble a
watch. Katniss's confusion in interpreting the
mockingjay—supposedly a symbol of rebellion, or even of
Katniss herself—illustrates the strangeness of al/symbols.
Seen from different points of view, Katniss—herself a living
symbol—can be interpreted as a mascot for the Capitol, or
its worst enemy.

Chapter 7 Quotes

@@ The jabberjays were muttations, genetically enhanced
male birds [...] The jabberjays were left to die. In a few years,
they became extinct in the wild, but not before they had mated
with female mockingbirds, creating an entirely new species.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker)

ReIatedThemes:@ O @

Related Symbols: 0

Page Number: 91-92

Explanation and Analysis

In this section, Katniss explains where mockingjays—a
futuristic form of mutated bird—come from. Because the
mockingjay is explicitly described as being a symbol of
Katniss herself, it's fitting that Katniss's explanation is full of
symbolic allusions to Katniss's own personality.As Katniss
explains, the mockingjays are natural survivors: their very
existence is a testament to their ancestors' cleverness and
strength. Furthermore, the mockingjays' nature is deeply
divided: half mockingbird (a peaceful, natural bird) and half
jabberjay (a brutal, government-bred animal). In much the
same way, we might say that Katniss's own personality is
resilient and deeply divided. Katniss is a natural survivor,
who manages to win the Hunger Games due to her speed
and skill. She's also a conflicted young woman: in part, she's
peaceful and gentle, but she's also capable of acts of
incredible brutality. Above all, the comparison between
Katniss and the mockingjay reminds us that Katniss is
partly—but not entirely!—a tool of the government. While
she's been partly "bred" by the Capitol, she's also
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abandoned her role and rejected the Capitol, in much the
same that the mockingjays have rejected the jabberjays'
mission to help the government that created them.

Chapter 8 Quotes

@@ My mother has to save the strongest for the worst pain,
but what is the worst pain? To me, it's always the pain that is
present. If | were in charge, those painkillers would be gone in a
day because | have so little ability to watch suffering. My
mother tries to save them for those who are actually in the
process of dying, to ease them out of the world.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Katniss’s
mother

Related Themes: @

Page Number: 113

Explanation and Analysis

In this passage, Katniss shows how her encounters with
pain and danger can make her stronger, wiser, and more
mature. After Katniss's friend Gale is whipped and beaten
for daring to break the government's rules, Katniss's
mother gives Gale a relatively weak treatment that does
little to improve his pain. While Katniss is astounded and
enraged that her own mother is being so "harsh" with her
friend, she gradually comes to realize that her mother is
doing the right thing. There are times when one has no
choice but to experience pain, Katniss realizes. As brutal as
it might seem to let Gale go through so much suffering, it's
better than wasting an entire supply of painkillers on one
person. Katniss's description of her mother's remedies
suggests that Katniss is learning to respect her mother for
her wisdom and experience, and recognizes that she herself
has alot to learn about taking care of herself.

Chapter 10 Quotes

@@ But then the axe fell. Peacekeepers began to arrive by the
thousands. Hovercrafts bombed the rebel strongholds into
ashes. Inthe utter chaos that followed, it was all people could
do to make it back to their homes alive.

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Twill,
Bonnie

Related Themes: O @

Page Number: 145

Explanation and Analysis

Bonnie and Twill, two refugees from the faraway District 8,
explain their trials and tribulations to Katniss, whom they
regard as a hero. In District 8, they joined a massive uprising
against the government's power, inspired largely by
Katniss's speeches. But very quickly, the government sent in
new troops to suppress the uprising: vastly outnumbered,
Bonnie and Twill could only watch as their homes were
destroyed. It's a mark of the government's power that
Bonnie and Twill describe the government forces as
"peacekeepers" without any apparent irony: they're so used
to using this term that they don't stop to consider how
inappropriate it is.

Bonnie and Twill's description is also a powerful reminder of
the government's force. Previously, President Snow has
threatened to use excessive force to prevent Katniss from
speaking out against him in public. For the most part,
however, Snow has maintained his power, both over Katniss
and over Panem as a whole, simply by manipulation and
making threats along these lines. It is a sign of Katniss's
success as an instigator that people across the country are
now calling Snow on his bluff; in other words, testing the
government's actual strength by rioting in the streets.
President Snow's ideal society is one in which he rules the
country by controlling the rules of the Hunger Games,
rather than by using actual military force on civilians.
Paradoxically, the fact that Snow is now forced to use his
"peacekeepers" to suppress the people is a sign that Katniss
is inspiring the people to rise up, and Snow's position is
weakening.

Chapter 11 Quotes

@@ | thought no one saw me sneak under the fence, but who
knows? There are always eyes for hire. Someone reported Gale
kissing me in that very spot. Still, that was in daylight and
before | was more careful about my behavior. Could there be
surveillance cameras?

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Gale
Hawthorne

Related Themes: @

Page Number: 152

Explanation and Analysis
Although President Snow rules Panem partly through
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military power, his single most powerful weapon is
intimidation; the illusion of constant surveillance and
control, rather than actual control itself. We can see this in
the quote from Chapter 11, shortly after Katniss sneaks
under the fence and returns to her home in District 12.
Because it's illegal for civilians to leave District 12, Katniss
is naturally frightened of being caught. But even more
seriously, she's concerned that she's been captured on video
sneaking under the fence. President Snow's seemingly
limitless knowledge of Katniss's whereabouts and
thoughts—knowledge he's displayed before—have
convinced Katniss that she's always being watched.

Katniss's thoughts illustrate the vast surveillance power of
the government over which Snow presides. In Panem, the
media are so widespread that it's not unreasonable to think
that there are cameras even in the wilderness. In particular,
Katniss's experiences during the Victory Tour and in the
Hunger Games—where there literally were cameras in the
wilderness—bias her to the view that she's being watched at
all hours of the day and night. Even if Katniss is wrong and
there are no cameras, her fear indicates that Snow has done
an excellent job of intimidating his people into thinking of
him as a god who watches his people constantly.

Chapter 12 Quotes

@@ [Gale] must also know that if we don't revoltin 12, I'm
destined to be Peeta’s bride. Seeing me lounging around in
gorgeous gowns on his television... what can he do with that?

Related Characters: Katniss Everdeen (speaker), Peeta
Mellark, Gale Hawthorne

ReIatedThemes:@ O @ @

Page Number: 170

Explanation and Analysis

This darkly humorous quotation shows the psychological
consequences of living in a world where one's actions are
filmed and recorded at all times. After a Victory Tour and a
session in the Hunger Games, Katniss is used to being
watched. With opposition to the government at an all-time
high in District 12, Katniss is well aware that there might be
arebellion in the District very soon—by the same token, she
knows that government officials like President Snow and
Romulus Thread are aware of the rebellion, too. In this
section, Katniss finds herself thinking like Thread; i.e.,
putting herself in the position of a government official. She's
so used to being watched that the thought process comes
naturally to her.

Furthermore, Katniss's thoughts about the uprising in
District 12 betray some of the weaknesses in the
government of Panem. Although the government has an
obvious interest in subduing the 12 districts of Panem, it
also draws a lot of its power from the Hunger Games—in
other words, from creating action, excitement, and violence.
Katniss is only half-joking when she says that Thread has no
interest in keeping her subdued and boring in her wedding
dress. As absurd as it sounds, the government partly has an
interest in creating a revolt in District 12: it thrives on
diversions of exactly this kind. Katniss's joke reminds us that
she is both an asset and a liability for the government: she
entertains the masses (the source of the government's
power) but also has the potential to mobilize the masses
against the government.

Chapter 13 Quotes

@@ |'mglad | won only last year. Otherwise I'd know all the
other victors, not just because | see them on television but
because they're guests at every Games. Even if they're not
mentoring like Haymitch always has to, most return to the
Capitol each year for the eve